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FLORA AND FAUNA OF
ITALY

“The flora of Iltalyisall the plant life present in the territory of the Italian Republic. The flora of
Italywastraditionallyestimated to compriseabout 5,500 vascularplantspecies.”
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ALPINE EDELWEISS

Alpine edelweiss is an elegant mountain windflower from the aster of daisy family
(asteraceae).

These perennials are native to montainous regions throughout europe, including the italian
alps.

These alpine perennials can have two flushes of flowers from spring until fall.
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OLIVE

The olive, botanical name Olea europaea, meaning 'European olive', is a species of small tree or shrub
in the family Oleaceae, found traditionally in the Mediterranean Basin, with wild subspecies found
further afield in Africa and western Asia. When in shrub form, it is known as Olea europaea 'Montra',
dwarf olive, or little olive. The species is cultivated in all the countries of the Mediterranean, as well as
in Australia, New Zealand, North and South America and South Africa. It is the type species for its
genus, Olea. The tree and its fruit give their name to the Oleaceae plant family, which also includes
species such as lilac, jasmine, forsythia, and the true ash tree.

The olive's fruit, also called an "olive", is of major agricultural importance in the Mediterranean region as
the source of olive oil; it is one of the core ingredients in Middle Eastern and Mediterranean cuisines.
Thousands of cultivars of the olive tree are known. Olive cultivars may be used primarily for oil, eating,
or both. Olives cultivated for consumption are generally referred to as "table olives".[4] About 80% of
all harvested olives are turned into oil, while about 20% are used as table olives.
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The fauna of Italy comprises all the animal species inhabiting the territory of the Italian Republic and its

surrounding waters. Italy has the highest level of faunal biodiversity in Europe, with over 57,000 species
recorded, representing more than a third of all European fauna. This is due to various factors. The Italian
peninsula is in the centre of the Mediterranean Sea, forming a corridor between central Europe and
North Africa, and it has 8,000 km (5,000 mi) of coastline. Italy also receives species from the Balkans,
Eurasia, and the Middle East. Italy's varied geological structure, including the Alps and the Apennines,
Central Italian woodlands, and Southern ltalian Garigue and Maquis shrubland, also contribute to high
climate and habitat diversity.

The fauna of Italy includes 4,777 endemic animal species, which include the Sardinian long-eared bat,
Sardinian red deer, spectacled salamander, brown cave salamander, Italian newt, Italian frog, Apennine
yellow-bellied toad, Italian wall lizard, Aeolian wall lizard, Sicilian wall lizard, Italian Aesculapian snake,
and Sicilian pond turtle. In Italy, there are 119 mammals species, 550 bird species, 69 reptile species,
39 amphibian species, 623 fish species and 56,213 invertebrate species, of which 37,303 insect
species.
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WILD BOAR

The wild boar (Susscrofa), also known
as the wild swine,commonwild pig,
Eurasian wild pig,orsimply wild pig, is a
suid native to much of Eurasia and
North Africa, and has been introduced
to the Americas and Oceania. The
species is now one of the widest-
ranging mammals in the world, as well
as the most widespread suiform. It has
been assessed as least concern on
the IUCN Red List due to its wide
range, high numbers, and adaptability
to a diversity of habitats. It has
become an invasive species in part of
its introduced range. Wild boars
probably originated in Southeast Asia
during the Early Pleistocene and
outcompeted other suid species as
they spread throughout the Old World.

The crested porcupine
(Hystrixcristata), also known as the
African crested porcupine, is a species
of rodent in the family Hystricidae
native to Italy, North Africa and sub-
Saharan Africa.

Almost the entire body is covered with
bristles which are either dark brown or
black and rather coarse. This mammal
is recognizable by the quills that run
along the head, nape, and back that
can be raised into a crest, hence the
name crested porcupine.

Also, some sturdier quills which are about 35 cm (14 in) in length run along the sides and back half of

the body. These sturdier quills are used, for the most part, for defense and are usually marked with light

and dark bands which alternate; these are not firmly attached. This porcupine has a short tail which has

rattle quills at the end. The rattle quills broaden at the terminal end and the broad portion is hollow with

thin walls. When these quills are vibrated, they produce a hiss-like rattle.
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